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OF  THE 

VERY  Re\  MOTHER  MARY  OF  THE  PASSION 


The  year  1904  was  one  of  sorrow  and  mourning  for 
the  Franciscan  Missionaries  of  Mary.  Their  foundress, 
Very  Reverend  Mother  of  the  Passion,  gave  up  her  beau- 
tiful soul  to  God  on  the  15th  November  in  her  convent 
of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  at  San  Remo.  Thus  was  a 
life  suddenly  extinguished  which  genius,  unbounded  faith 
and  seraphic  charity  had  made  fruitful  for  the  glory  of 
God,  the  welfare  of  souls  and   that  of  society. 

Providence  willed  that  she  should  first  see  the  light  in 
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Brittany,  that  land  of  proud  and  valiant  traditions  where 
religion  has  struck  root  deeply  for  many  centuries.  Thus 
the   Foundress  would   often  say  : 

« The  Breton  heart  is  like  granite.  Nothing  that  is 
graven  on  it  can  ever  be  effaced. » 
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In  the  noble  and  pious  family  in  which  she  was  bornr 
the  last  of  five  children,  Helene  Marie  Philippine  de 
Chappotin  de  Neuville,  learned  at  once  love  of  God 
and  of  the  poor   and  faithfulness   to   duty. 

Her  forefathers  had  valiantly  fought  in  the  great  wars  of 
France ;  one  had  been  knighted  by  Francis  I  on  the 
field  of  Marignan  ;  another  had  been  a  godson  of 
Louis  XIV.  But  Helene  was  more  holily  proud  of  her 
kinship  with  the  Spanish  family  of  San  Domingo  whicli 
united  her  to  St.  Dominic. 

In  1793  one  of  her  female  ancestors  had  fled  to  the 
West  Indies  to  escape  the  massacres  under  the  Reign  of 
Terror.  As  she  was  about  to  embark,  she  learned  that 
two  of  her  friends  were  in  the  prisons  of  Nantes.  Carrier 
at  that  time  governed  and  terrorized  the  city  of  the 
dukes  of  Brittany.  To  be  imprisoned  was  equivalent  to 
being  condemned  ;  to  be  known  to  the  tyrant  meant 
sentence  to  death.  Nevertheless,  that  brave  woman  did 
not  hesitate  to  perform  an  action  of  heroic*  devotedness.. 
She  went  to  the  terrible  Jacobin  and  asked  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  two  prisoners.  Wild  beasts  sometimes  have 
moments  of  gentleness.  Carrier,  filled  with  admiration  for 
the  woman's  courage,  gave  the  order  of  discharge  she 
asked  for. 


Helene  was  destined  to  inherit  her   courage    and   bold- 


ness. 
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The  privileged  child  was  born  at  Nantes  on  the  2irst 
May  1839  and  was  baptized  in  the  church  of  St.  Clement. 

Her  childhood  was  chiefly  spent  in  the  family  chateau 
on  the  smiling  banks  of  the  Erdre.  There  she  received 
from  her  pious  mother  the  first  instructions  in  religion 
and  the  first  ideas  of  piety.  They  were  so  deeply  engraved 
on  her  mind,  already  eager  to  know  God,  on  her  heart 
replete  with  generosity,  that  during  the  latter  years  of 
her  life,  Very  Reverend  Mother  Mary  of  the  Passion 
used  to  say  gaily  whenever  she  heard  any  idle  casuistic 
discussion  :  «  For  my  part,  I  adhere  to  the  catechism  my 
mother  taught   me.    It   has  never  yet   misled   me.  » 

From  her  mother  Helene  received,  as  a  legacy,  her 
special  devotion  for  the  mystery  of  the  Most  Holy  Tri- 
nity. She  was  thus  happy  to  have  been  born  under  the 
protection  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  Tuesday  in  the 
octave  of  Pentecost,  and  the  divine  Spirit  must  have  ear- 
ly attracted  the  soul  of  her  who  was  to  be  on  earth 
the   ardent   apostle   of  charity. 

The  little  girl's  quick  but  reflective  mind  would  even 
then  lead  her  to  put  many  questions  to  her  mother 
which   were   astonishing   in   so   young  a   child. 

«  It  is   true,   then,  that  in   hell   no  one   loves    God  ?  » 

«  Certainly,   my  daughter.  » 

«  Then,  »  the  little  girl  would  exclaim  with  a  touching 
impulse   of   faith    and    charity.  « I   shall    never  go    to  hell, 
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for    my     heart     cannot     exist     without     loving     God.  » 

Helene  loved  the  poor  and,  to  relieve  their  misery,  she 
denied  herself  her  night-lamp  although  she  was  afraid 
in   the   dark. 

Very  soon  the  attraction  of  seraphic  poverty  conquer- 
ed her  youthful  soul  and,  already  captivating  as  she  was, 
she  decided  her  little  friends  to  don  the  rags  of  the 
poor  and  to  beg  from  the  rich  in  order  to  experience 
the   rebuffs  and  humiliations   of  mendicity. 

Meanwhile  Helene  had  to  follow  her  family  to  Vannes 
where  M.  de  Chappotin,  a  former  brilliant  pupil  of  the 
Polytechnic  School,  held  the  office  of  chief  engineer.  She 
would  often  kneel  in  the  pious  basilica  of  Auray  and 
pray  lovingly  to  Good  St.  Anne  while  her  soul  was 
filled  with  the  mysterious  and  touching  poetry  of  her 
Brittany.  A  child  of  eight,  she  sang  songs  and  strophes 
wherein  the  mystical  and  pure  soul  of  the  Armorican 
race  vibrated.  Helene  had  also  a  natural  gift  of  impro- 
visation, extraordinary  in  one  so  young,  and  which 
caused   much  joy  in   the  family   gatherings. 

Thus  did  the  first  ten  years  of  Helene's   life  glide  by. 

But  a  brilliant  dawn  arose  in  her  life,  the  approach 
of  her  first  communion.  This  great  action  imbied  her 
with  respect  ;  though  very  young,  she  realized  all  its 
import,  for  her  religious  instruction  was  greatly  developed. 
In  her  faith  and  ardor,  she   was   lifted   up  to  God   whose 
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loving  appeals  sounded  in   her   ears   without  her  knowing 
as  yet   by  what  ways   He  would   lead  her. 

Providence  which  so  admirably  disposed  of  all  things 
in  Helene's  life,  placed  beside  the  future  foundress  of  the 
Franciscan  Missionaries  of  Mary  an  angelic  soul,  the 
eldest  daugther  of  Mr.  and  Mde  de  Chappotin,  the  gentle 
Martine  who  died  in  the  flower  of  her  age.  She  appear- 
ed beside  her  young  sister  with  the  sweet  radiance  of 
the  heavenly  spirits  that  guide  and  protect  souls.  To  her 
Mde  de  Chappotin  entrusted  the  duty  of  preparing  Helene 
for  the  divine  banquet,  and  the  angels  of  heaven  could  con- 
template with  joy  the  care  wherewith  the  young  girl  sur- 
rounded the   soul   of  the   predestined  child. 

The  mission  of  ious  Martine  seems  to  have  ended 
there.  She  was,  in  the  midst  of  her  family,  as  a  reflection 
of  paradise,  sweet  and  hidden  virtue,  never  belied, 
imposing  respect.  She  was  only  eighteen  years  old  but 
she  had  given  all  to  her  Master  ;  she  dreamed  no  doubt 
that  she  would  offer  Him  still  more  and,  as  if  heaven 
were  eager  to  take  back  from  earth  a  lily  that  should 
not  fade,  Martine  was  about  to    die. 

The  last  day  of  her  life  was  bright    with    the    light    of 
the  life    beyond.    On    her    dying    bed    Martine,    her    eyes 
fixed  on  an  apparition  that  doubtless  came  to  soothe  her 
ast    hour,    sang,    in    a  supreme  hymn,    her    coming  hap- 
piness, her  love  for  and  delight    in    sacrifices  ;    she    asked 
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for  flowers  to  offer  them  to  Mary  Immaculate  with  the 
holocaust  of  her  young  life. 

When  the  virginal  chant  was  ended,  Martine  had 
ceased  to  live  ! 

That  death  left  sorrowful  traces  in  Helene's  soul  ;  earth 
seemed  to  her  an  abode  of  sadness  where  nothing  was 
deserving  of  the  love  her  youthful  heart  could  so  gener- 
ously give. 

The  marriage  of  her  second  sister  and  family  trials  led 
Helene  to  Normandy  and  to  Nantes.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  she  heard  the  sovereign  appeal  of  the  love  of 
Jesus  and  responded  by  complete  abandonment  of  her 
being. 

The  privileged  one  of  the  Spirit  of  love,  love  won  her 
to  the  immortal  phalanx  of  virgins.  From  her  childhood 
she  had  unknowingly  tended  in  that  direction  and 
suddenly  she  was  strengthened  in  a  resolution  which  the 
severest  trials  could  not  weaken.  What  struggles  in  her 
soul  before  she  could  carry  sorrow  into  her  beloved 
family  whom  the  death  of  her  sister,  Mde  Louise  de  la 
Tournerie,  had  plunged  into  mourning. 

Mde  de  Chappotin  had  a  presentiment  of  her  last 
daughter's  inclinations  ;  she  was  too  Christian  a  woman 
to  oppose  them,  but  the  sacrifice  imposed  by,  faith  upon 
her  maternal  love,  put    an    end    to    an    existence    already 
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so  severely  tried.  Attacked  by  a  sudden  disease,  she  died, 
leaving  Helene  an  orphan,  and  alone  *to  console  her 
disconsolate  father. 

This  thunderbolt  caused  poignant  grief  to  the  loving 
daughter  who  venerated  a  model  of  Christian  virtues  in 
the  mother  she  had  just  lost.  Everything  seemed  to 
oppose  an  obstacle  to  her  vocation.  Should  she,  in  order 
to  respond  to  the  ever-pressing  appeal  of  the  Bridegroom, 
leave  her  old  father,  her  two  little  brothers  who  loved 
her,  her  two  little  orphan  nieces  to  whom  she  was  a 
mother  ?  Great  was  the  anguish  which  love  for  God  could 
alone  enable  her  to  overcome. 

The  beauty  of  renunciation  and  poverty  as  practised 
by  the  Franciscans  greatly  touched  her  whom  Jesus  had 
chosen  and  if  she  could  not  don  St.  Clare's  habit  she 
was  already  a  daughter  of  the  Seraphic  Francis. 

The  young  girl  acted  rigorously  and  with  ascetic 
severity  against  herself.  Amidst  the  most  varied  and  the 
strangest  trials,  she  tasted  divine  consolations  and  fortified 
herself  for  the  task  towards  which  God  was  leading  her 
without  her  knowledge.  She  gave  herself  up  without 
reserve  to  the  divine  Master  who  had  marked  her  out 
as  His  chosen  victim  and  who  seemed  to  take  pleasure 
in  the  anguish  He  inflicted  on  her. 

At  last  she  was  about  to  enjoy  the  happiness  she  so 
ardently  desired.  But  a  fresh  sacrifice    had    to    be    added 
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to  those  already  strewn  throughout  her  young  life  and, 
bidding  what  she  looked  upon  as  an  eternal  adieu  to  all 
who  were  dear  to  her,  she  had  to  go  to  India  to  seek 
God's  will,  under  an  inclement  and  torrid  sky. 

She  took  with  her  the  two  treasures  of  her  soul  :  that 
insatiable  thirst  for  truth  and  that  ardor  of  charity  which 
were  at  once  her  torment  and  the  source  of  her   zeal. 

After  preparing  her,  during  her  first  twenty  five  years, 
for  the  vocation  of  a  victim,  God  opened  up  to  her  the 
labors  of  a  missionary  life  and  made  her  hear  the  great 
cry  of  His  insatiable  love  :   Sitio  ! 

Helene  responded  lovingly.  For  twelve  years  she  fol- 
lowed her  divine  Master  in  His  apostolic  life  ;  she  made 
works  flourish  once  more,  she  multiplied  them,  she 
spread  throughout  that  idolatrous  country  a  flood  of 
spiritual  life,  an  atmosphere  of  piety  which  recall  the 
fine  days   of  Paraguay. 

Hell  avenged  itself  for  so  many  defeats  and  the 
cross  arose  once  more  in  its  dread  nakedness  before  the 
victim  of  Jesus.  She  followed  the  voice  that  called  her, 
and  the  same  will  of  God  that  had  brought  her  in  the 
flower  of  her  youth  to  those  barbarous  lands,  made  her 
accomplish  a  second  and  no  less  painful  sacrifice  by 
recalling  her  to  Europe  which  she  had  expected  never 
to  see  again. 

At  the  feet   of  Pius    IX,  the    Pontiff  of    Mary   Imma- 
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culate,  for  whom  she  had  prayed  and  suffered  so  much, 
Mother  Mary  of  the  Passion  received  the  order  to  ac- 
complish the   mission   for  which   God   had  prepared    her. 

Already  crucified,  as  her  name  mysteriously  indicated, 
she  gave  herself  up  to  other  sufferings  beyond  number 
to  open  the  path  whereon,  in  less  than  thirty  years, 
many  souls  were  eagerly  to  enter,  embracing  the  voca- 
tion  of  Victims,    Adorers,   Missionaries. 

God's  will  had  hitherto  been  the  great  impulse  of  her 
life  and  she  never  hesitated  before  any  of  the  sacrifices, 
of  the  heart  breakings  asked  of  her  and,  at  the  word 
of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  Mother  Mary  of  the  Passion 
set  to  work  with  broken  health,  without  support  and 
without  resources.  It  is  the  nature  of  God's  works  to 
confound  human  wisdom  by  the  impossibilities  they  must 
have  overcome  and  by  the  absolute  lack  of  means  of 
success  which  have  accompanied  them.  The  Institute  of 
the  Franciscan  Missionaries  of  Mary  was  likewise  brought 
into  existence  by  a  miracle  obtained  from  Providence 
by   the   faith   and  charity  of  its   Foundress. 

It  is  impossible,  in  this  short  notice,  to  enter  into 
the  details  of  the  troubles  that  beset  it  at  its  inception. 
,  Finally  Brittany  opened  its  arms  to  the  White  Sisters 
and  God  gave  them  a  noviciate  (1)  in  the  pious  peace- 
fulness   of  a   vast   country   site  amidst   groves   of  trees. 

(1)  Noviciate  of  Les  Chatelets,    near  St.    Brieuc. 
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But  it  was  to  Rome  that  the  Very  Reverend  Mother 
Mary  of  the  Passion  ever  turned  her  looks  ;  it  was  at 
the  heart  of  the  Church,  near  the  tomb  of  the  Apostles, 
near  the  Vicar  of  Jesus-Christ,  beside  the  Propaganda, 
that  the  Missionaries  of  Mary  were  to  pray,  to  sacrifice 
themselves  and  receive  the  apostolic  impetus. 

Once  more  God  manifested  His  love,  and  when  the 
foundress  of  the  Institute  reached  the  eternal  city,  St. 
Francis  opened  his  arms  to  her.  The  grace  she  had  so 
long  desired  was  at  last  granted  to  her.  Very  Reverend 
Father  Bernardin  de  Portogruaro  admitted  the  Mission- 
aries of  Mary  to  the  Third   Order  of  Penance. 

It  is  impossible  to  relate  the  delicate  paternal  attention 
and  the  courage  displayed  by  the  Very  Reverend  Father 
in  supporting  and  defending  the  nascent  Institute.  Had 
he  not  called  himself  « the  Grandfather  of  his  doves, » 
and  what  does  not  a  grandfather  do  for  his  grandchildren  ? 

God  had  willed  that  Mother  Mary  of  the  Passion 
should  have  the  support  of  the  enlightened  counsels,  of 
the  great  experience,  of  the  widely  known  virtue  of 
Father  Bernardin  to  assist  her  through  a  new  field  of 
bitterness.  The  divine  Master  seemed  to  be  pleased  to 
strew  obstacles  in  the  path  of  that  soul  whose  faith  and 
submission   nothing   could   disturb. 

Always  combining  —  and  this  was  one  of  her  special 
characteristics  —  the    most    charming   simplicity    with    the 
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Superior  General  of  the  Franciscan  Friars  from  1869  to  18S9. 
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most  profound  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  God  and  of 
human  nature,  the  Foundress  was  happy  to  base  all  her 
work  on  the  absolute  obedience  she  vowed  to  the  succes- 
sor of  St.  Francis  and  to  him  whom  he  gave  her  as  the 
director  of  her  soul. 

Since  then  she  has  often  repeated  in  deep  humility  : 
« I  did  not  make  the  Institute  :  it  was  but  a  work  of 
obedience.  » 

The  Holy  Ghost  has  said  that  the  fruits  of  that 
virtue   and  the   victories   it   wins   are    beyond   number. 

Very  soon,  in  fact,  the  seed,  planted  with  such  diffi- 
culty in  the  soil,  sprouted  and  produced  vigorous  shoots. 
From  the  very  outset  generous  souls,  eager  for  self- 
sacrifice,  grouped  themselves  around  the  banner  of  Mary 
Immaculate  and  a  first  approbation  of  the  Holy  See 
soon    sanctioned    the    beginning    of   the  work.     This    was 

in   1885. 

* 
*       * 

This  Institute  but  just  established  had  already  raised 
altars  in  the  distant  lands  of  the  Missions  ;  it  had  houses 
at  Ootacamund,  Coi'mbatour  and  Carthage,  in  Africa.  It 
had  its  Rules  which  the  Very  Reverend  Mother  Mary  of 
the  Passion  had  written  in  the  Coliseum,  on  the  soil 
saturated  with  the  blood  of  martyrs,  so  as  to  inspire 
those  whom  God  would  make  her  daughters  with  the 
courage  of  martyrs  and  of  victims. 
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Some  years  afterward,  in  1 890,  the  Propaganda  approved 
for  a  period  of  five  years  the  Constitutions  submitted  to  it. 

Meanwhile  foundations  were  increasing  in  number  and 
vocations  were  being  multiplied. 

The  indefatigable,  well-beloved  Mother,  at  once  the 
heart  and  head  of  her  work,  went  from  house  to  house, 
visited  the  novitiates  and,  foreseeing  all  things,  dictated 
precise  customaries,  full  of  wisdom  and  bearing  the 
impress  of  remarkable  experience  which  from  the  outset 
ensured  a  unique  training  for  her  daughters. 

A  lover  of  the  Church  and  of  her  divine  teaching,  she 
undertook  a  colossal  work,  wrote  liturgical  meditations 
covering  an  entire  year  for  the  use  of  her  daughters  who 
find,  day  by  day,  in  that  precious  legacy  from  their 
Mother,  an  extract  from  the  legend  of  the  Breviary  and 
most  of  the  admirable  prayers  by  which  the  Church 
expresses  her  feelings  and  her  petitions  to  her  divine 
Spouse. 

Then  came  the  year  1896  when  the  Sovereign  Pontiff 
definitively  approved  the  Constitutions  that  had  already 
produced  such  marvelous  fruits.  In  fact  the  Institute  had 
attained  the  plenitude  of  its  formation  if  one  may  so 
express  it.  It  possessed  all  its  laws,  and  motherly  writings 
penetrated  it  with  their  spirit.  The  instrument  was  forged 
in  the  hand  of  God  who  was  to  use  it  in  furthering  His 
unfathomable  designs. 
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Therein  the  gifts  that  enriched  the  soul  and  heart  of 
the  Foundress  revealed  themselves  as  ever  admirable. 
Resolute  and  tender,  she  was  the  most  loving  and  most 
lov,ed  Mother,  and  likewise  the  best  obeyed  ;  there  was 
no  labor,  no  sacrifice  she  could  not  ask  of  her  daughters,, 
for  she  gave  them  a  continual  example  of  self-abnegation. 

Whether  she  happened  to  be  in  Rome  in  the  solitude 
of  her  cell  —  for  she  seldom  went  to  the  parlor  —  or 
whether  she  were  visiting  in  turn  the  houses  in  France, 
Belgium,  Portugal,  Italy,  Spain  and  Austria,  her  days 
were  spent  in  prayer  and  in  work.  As  a  rule  the  morning 
was  absorbed  by  the  voluminous  correspondence  she 
carried  on,  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  with  each  of  her 
many  daughters.  No  trial  reached  them  but  the  Mother's 
pen  wrote  them  words  of  comfort  and  conveyed  to  them 
the  austere  encouragement  of  the  lover  of  Jesus  Crucified. 
Iu  the  afternoon  she  had  barely  a  moment's  rest  ;  a 
considerable  portion  was  spent  in  prayer  and  the  later 
hours  were  devoted  to  work  connected  with  the  general 
welfare  of  the  Institute.  Thus,  as  if  at  play,  she  wrote 
books  requiring  lengthy  study  ;  a  Life  of  St.  Anthony  of 
Padua,  the  Life  of  St.  Paschal,  the  Life  of  the  Blessed 
John  of  Triora,  and  charming  narratives,  such  as  the 
delightful  biography  of  Eucratida  the  Toe- Toe  du  Petit 
Jesus,  and  many   others. 

The     great     Foundress     meanwhile     wafted     to    distant 
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works  the  breath  of  life  that  made  them  fruitful.  The 
missions  were  the  special  object  of  her  solicitude  ;  she 
enjoyed  their  ineffable  consolations  but  she  also  tasted 
all  their  bitterness  ;  she  knew  the  precipices  beside  which 
the  Missionaries  passed,  the  disheartening  obstacles  they 
encountered.  And,  from  her  solitary  cell,  she  directed  her 
daughters,  made  them  foresee  dangers,  gave  them  an  in- 
sight into  the  good  to  be  accomplished  and  traced  out 
for  them  a  safe  path  wherein  everything  would  flourish 
and  grow.  Her  immense  solicitude  overlooked  no  post ; 
she  took  an  interest  in  conversions,  in  the  progress  of 
little  orphan  girls.  And,  as  the  Institute  was  formed  by 
her  on  the  model  of  a  large  family,  her  daughters  have 
always  inculcated  in  children  affection  for  their  beloved 
Mother.  She  was  the  Peria-Tayar  (i)  of  the  Indies;  the 
Ta-Kouninee  (2)  of  China  ;  the  Mother  Lehibe  (3)  of  the 
Lepers  of  Madagascar.  She  was  everywhere  —  and  every- 
body felt  it  —  the  beneficent  influence  that  sustained  the 
courage  of  her  daughters,  the  angel  of  heaven  who  light- 
ened the  heaviest  burdens.  From  all  sides  the  voices  of 
souls  snatched  from  idolatry  begged  God  for  graces 
needed  for  the  only  Mother  of  the  Institute.  Her  charity 
made  her  the  mother  of  thousands  of  wretched  ones   who 

(1)  The  great  Virgin. 

(2)  Idem. 

"" c-  preat   Mother. 
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loved  her  and  who,  to  their  great  comfort,  knew  they 
were  loved   by  her. 

One  day,  while  walking  in  she  vast  alleys  of  the  Bel- 
gian noviciate  of  Gooreind ,  where  she  had  just  heard 
the  captivating  strophes  of  Deroulede's  Clairon,  the  Very 
Reverend  Mother  General  gaily  improvised  a  war-song 
for  her  daughters  to  the  same  air.  Those  unpretentious 
verses  possess  a  liveliness  and  animation  which  recall 
the  trumpet  call  sounding  the  charge.  They  are  often 
repeated   in   the  joyful   recreations    of  the  novitiate. 

God    made   the    picture  of  missionary  life,   depicted  b\r 

the    Foundress  in  her  verses,  a  real   one. 

* 
*      * 

The  lepers  had  already  won  the  great  affection  of 
the  Franciscan  Missionaries  of  Mary.  In  1896  the  found- 
ation of  the  first  leper  hospital,  welcomed  with  joy  by 
the  Franciscan  soul  of  the  Very  Reverend  Mother  of 
the  Passion,  was  the  '  occasion  of  a  great  display  of 
enthusiasm  throughout  the  entire  Institute.  Over  a  thou- 
sand sisters  offered  to  face  the  dangers  of  that  terrible 
disease.  When  Providence  multiplied  the  number  of 
those  establishments  ;  when  there  were  300  lepers  at 
Mandalay,  100  at  Rangoon,  as  many  in  Japan,  800  in 
Madagascar,  the  Franciscan  Missionaries  of  Mary  contin- 
ued to  gladly  enrol  themselves  for  the  service  of  the 
leproseries   which   became   like    out-post    duty  for   veteran 
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troops  and    each   one   wanted  to    be    sent   when    her  turn 
came. 

Bnt  another  crown  was*  to  be  offered  to  the  valiant 
Foundress.  She  had  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world 
swarms  of  missionaries  from  the  central  hive  and  her 
heart  was  afflicted  more  than  once  when  despatches  from 
the  East  brought  news  of  any  murderous  agitation.  She 
sent  out  her  daughters,  as  the  apostles  went  forth,  with 
no  other  shield  than  their  confidence  in  God,  with  no 
other  weapon  than  charity  ;  and  so  many  young  and 
fervent  souls  started,  silent  and  obedient,  concealing  their 
natural  grief  at  the  solemn  moment  of  departure  which 
took  them  away  for  ever  from  their  native  land,  from 
her  who  was  more  than  a  mother  to  them  and  whom 
they  bravely  quitted,  precisely  because  they  loved  even 
her   slightest  command. 

As  yet,  though  the  blood  of  the  Missionaries  of  Mary 
had  already  been  poured  out,  in  1890,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Blue  River,  the  much  desired  palm  of  martyr- 
dom had  not  been  won.  God  was  preparing  His  chosen 
victims.  At  their  head  was  to  stand  Mother  Marie 
Hermine  whose  name  predestined  her  to  such  a  holocaust. 

One  day,  in  the  year  1900  the  Very  Reverend  Mother 
Mary  of  the  Passion  learned  that  seven  of  her  daughters 
had  dipped  their  robes  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  at 
Taiuen-fou   in   China.    Who  can   describe   the  suffering  of 


Seven  Franciscan  Missionaries  of  Mary 

MASSACRED    AT   TAI-IEN-FOU,   JULY   9th,    1900 
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the  maternal  heart  mingled  with  the  sublime  joy  of  the 
Foundress  ? 

« They  are  my  seven  sorrows  and  my  seven  joys, » 
the  Very  Reverend  Mother  General  said  as  she  offered 
her   first   sacrifice  to    God. 

It  was  the  seal  affixed  by  heaven  on  the  foundation 
of  the  Institute  she  had  surrounded  with  such  care  and 
which  she  had  led  to  the  zenith  of  missionary  life.  She 
could  look  upon  the  future  with  a  serene  gaze.  Sanguis 
.Martyrum,  semen  Chiistianorum,  the  blood  of  martyrs  is 
the  seed  of  Christians.  In  fact  the  Chinese  missions 
never  were  so  eagerly  sought  after  as  they  have  been 
since   they   offer  hopes   of  receiving    the   glorious   palm. 

Not  only  were  general  vocations  and  departures  for 
missions  multiplied,  but  it  was  necessary  to  counter- 
balance that  body  full  of  life  and  its  distant  works,  to 
establish  proper  training  centres  and  to  provide  for  the 
livelihood  of  the  Missionaries  and  of  their  innumerable 
proteges. 

And  yet  the  Foundress  was  poor ;  she  had  embraced 
and  cherished  the  poverty  of  St  Francis  for  herself  and 
that   seraphic  treasure  had   not   been  denied   her. 

But  in  the  admirable  Rule  of  the  great  saint  of 
Umbria,  in  that  school  that  causes  the  Gospel  to  live 
once  more,  the   life   of   Nazareth   must   find   a  place,  that 
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which  Providence  has  chosen  for  the  Franciscan  Mission- 
aries  of  Mary. 

They  must  live,  like  Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph,  on  the 
labor  of  their    hands. 

The  beginning  was  trying  and  would  have  surprised 
many  sceptics  who  are  accustomed  to  rely  more  on 
figures    than   on    Providence. 

The  energy,  practical  mind  and  artistic  taste  of  the 
Very  Reverend  Mother  of  the  Passion  sustained  her 
daughters  in  their  hard  work.  Workshops  were  established 
and  this,  is  not  the  least  astonishing  feature  when  one 
becomes  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  work  of  the 
Foundress. 

For  years  she  directed,  incited  and  encouraged 
the  workwomen.  Printing,  phototypying,  book-binding, 
the  finest  work  of  morocco-dressing,  embroidery,  lace- 
making,  carpet-making,  mosaic  work,  painting  in  which 
young  girls  with  special  aptitudes  were  trained,  were 
undertaken  in  turn  and  thoroughly  carried  out  by  these 
sisters  who  recalled  the  old  traditions  of  prayer  and 
work  in  the  abbeys  of  the  middle  ages.  Neither  did 
they  disdain  more  humble  trades  such  as  shoe-making, 
weaving  and  mat-making  which  are  useful  even  in 
missions. 

No  progress  was  realized  in  any  of  these  various 
branches    without    having    been   inspired    by   the   beloved 
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Mother    or    initiated    by    her    daughters    to    rejoice    and 

comfort   her. 

*      * 

The  social  crisis  through  which  we  are  passing  and 
which  our  Foundress'  judged  with  her  deep  and  keen 
insight,  found  in  her  a  compassionate  and  charitable  soul 
who  gave  the  poor,  and  especially  the  workmen,  the 
benefit  of  her  discerning  mind  and  of  her  admirable 
genius  for  organization. 

To  arrest  within  the  measure  allotted  by  God,  the 
flood  of  socialism  that  threatens  us,  she  welcomed 
young  girls  of  the  working  classes.  Not  only  did  she 
teach  them  trades  without  taking  them  from  their  homes, 
but  she  sought  work  for  them  that  would  procure  them 
higher  wages  than  they  could  earn  in  similar  positions 
where  their  souls  would  be  in  danger.  Nothing  is  so 
unlike  the  mechanical  work  of  a  factory  than  the  work- 
rooms where  the  apprentices  gradually  learn  not  only  a 
trade  but  an  art.  When  the  young  work-woman  marries 
and  has  a  home,  she  gets  from  the  work-room  where  she 
was  trained  work  that  she  can  do  in  her  own  house, 
that  will  occupy  her  while  alone,  make  staying  at  home 
agreeable    and    enable    her    to    add    little    comforts    which 

i 

will  make  it  dearer  to   her. 

The  idea  when  conceived  was  quickly  carried  out.  In 
France,  Italy,  Spain,  England,  Belgium  and  Austria  work- 
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rooms  were  established  and  developed  as  a  kind  of  co- 
operative charitable  organizations  whose  direction  was 
entrusted  to  missionary  hands.  China  adopted  them  for 
they  are  a  powerful  aid  to  apostolates.  The  pagan  Chinese 
women  flock  to  the  work-rooms  of  the  mission,  astonish- 
ed and  delighted  at  finding  at  once  practical  teaching, 
material   profit  and  the  word  of  Catholic  charity. 

In  China  and  America,  in  the  depths  of  the  Congo, 
the  printer  Sisters  have  carried  their  presses  with  them 
and  the  sons  of  cannibal  Bangalas,  like  those  of  the 
Celestial   Empire,  are  learning  type- setting  and   printing. 

* 

We  seem  to  have  been  considering  the  grand  results 
of  the  work  solelv  from  their  human  and  material  stand- 
point.  The  statistics  of  each  house  sent  at  the  end  of  every 
year  to  the  centre  of  the  Institute  revealed  triumphs  of 
faith  and  gave  the  greatest  comfort  to  the  Very  Rever- 
end Mother  of  the  Passion.  What  miracles  of  grace  ! 
What  touching  stories  they  tell  of  souls  !  How  many 
unexpected  conversions !  How  many  baptisms  !  It  is  the 
harvest    of   the     Christ    King ! 

It  is  the  result  of  the  Exposing  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
amidst   infidel   nations  which  is  one  of  the  chief  objects  of 

the  Institute. 

* 
*      * 

The    mission     of  the     indefatigable    Foundress     seemed 
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unfinished.  Heedless  of  her  weak  health  shattered  by 
the  labors  she  performed  and  the  great  suffering  she  had 
constantly   endured,   she  sacrificed   herself  unceasingly. 

In  April  1904,  while  spending  a  fortnight  in  Rome, 
she  wished  to  have  a  retreat  for  her  daughters  and,  as 
Easter  tide  was  just  over,  she  took  for  her  text  the  gos- 
pel of  the  Resurrection.  Never  will  the  Roman  commu- 
nity forget  the  luminous  and  strong  doctrine  they  then" 
listened  to.  Breaking  the  bread  of  the  Word  for  her 
daughters  and  shaping  their  souls  to  the  proper  spirit 
of  their  vocation,  that  admirable  Mother  had  very  often 
imbued  them  with  the  teachings  of  the  mysteries  of  the 
Incarnation  and  of  the  Passion.  What  was  God's  design 
in  having  her  speak  to  them  then  of  the  glories  of 
Christ  risen  from  the  dead  ?  She  herself  was  amazed 
while  from  her  soul  broke  forth  the  brightness  of  truth 
and   her   lips  burned  with   the  fire  of  charity. 

Wnat  admirable  commentaries  on  the  Pope's  words,  on 
the  providential  mission  of  Pius  X  « To  restore  all  things 
in   Christ.  » 

The  Foundress  had  the  special  gift  of  showing  in  a 
few  words  the  meaning  of  the  most  difficult  and  most 
profound  questions  and  of  bringing  them  within  reach  of 
the  simplest   minds. 

Rome  was  destined  to  never  more  hear  that  mater- 
nal  and    powerful   word    vibrating   with    the   love    of  God 
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overflowing  in  her.    The  Very   Reverend   Mother  Mary  of 
the   Passion    'undertook  a   lengthy    visit   to   her  houses   in 
Europe,    imparting    life    everywhere,     and    laying   down    a 
programme  of  immense   work  for  each. 

On  leaving  Rome,  she  said  :  « Hitherto  I  have  always 
seen  what  God  wanted  me  to  do  in  Rome  ;  now  there 
is  a  veil  before  my  eyes  and  yet  it  is  God's  will  that  I 
should   be   in   Rome  and   not   elsewhere  !  » 

Was  her  mission  on  earth  drawing  to  its  close  and 
was  she  about  to  begin  another  that  her  humility  did 
not  foresee  ? 

She  rejoiced  in  the  year  of  the  glories  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  :  «  My  Imma- 
culate Mother,»  she  said  « will  do  me  some  great  favor ! » 

In  fact  the  jubilee  year  was  to  end,  for  the  Foundress,, 
in    heaven. 

While  so  many  souls,  even  outside  her  Institute,  lean- 
ed for  support  on  her,  obtained  from  her  counsels  and 
at  times  from  her  remarks,  the  energy  to  be  faithful  in 
important  duties,  while  it  seemed  as  if  the  ever  increas- 
ing growth  of  her  work  required  renewed  strength,  God- 
was   already   weaving  her   immortal    crown. 

In  the  early  part  of  November,  she  was  at  San  Remo 
where  she  had  to  take  to  her  bed  for  a  sickness  that 
was  not  serious  in  itself.  Although  she  did  not  foresee 
the   near  approach   of  death,    her  soul   took   advantage  of 
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that  cross  of  suffering  to  be  in  close  union  with  Jesus. 
She  asked  for  silence  all  around  her  and  seemed  absorb- 
ed in  sweet  and   restful   thought. 

God  was  preparing  His  beloved  spouse  for  the  visit 
He  was   about  to   pay   her.     ' 

Suddenly,  her  daughters,  as  they  spoke  to  her,  received 
no  answer.  Their  dear  Mother  had  not,  however,  lost 
consciousness  and,  though  her  lips  were  silent,  her 
half-opened  eyes  looked  up  to  heaven.  She  seemed  as 
if  she  heard  them  not,  but  were  listening  to  a  voice 
that  sounded  sweeter  to  her  soul.  Was  it  not  that  of 
the  beloved  one  whom  she  had  received  that  very  morn- 
ing with  such  piety  ;  of  Him  who  had  of  old  filled  the 
heart  of  the  proud  little  Breton  girl  with  love  ;  of  the 
crucified  Savior  who  later  had  associated  her  with  His 
cross  ;  of  God  Almighty,  in  a  word,  whose  faithful  apos- 
tle she  had   been  ? 

At  the  end  of  about  an  hour,  after  receiving  the  last 
sacraments  and  the  blessings  the  Church  lavishes  on  her 
children  at  that  supreme  moment,  Mary  of  the  Passion, 
breathed  her  last  sigh  in  the  hands  of  God.  Without 
pain,  she  left  this  life  of  tears  and  suffering  to  give  her- 
self up  to  that  love  whose  charms  she  had  realized  and 
for  which  she  had  endured  without  faltering  so  many 
years  of  cruel   martyrdom. 

A    few     moments     afterwards     her    weeping     and     dis- 
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consolate  daughters  laid  uponv  her  death  bed  the  blessing 
which  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  had  sent  by  telegraph  as 
soon  as  he   was  informed   of  her   illness. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  glorious  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  the  Very  Reverend 
Mother  Mary  of  the  Passion  had  expressed  the  wish 
to  offer  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  a  silver  lily  enriched 
with  pearls.  She  had  not  time  to  carry  out  that  wish  ; 
heaven  gathered  on  earth  the  precious  lily,  the  virginal 
and  brave  soul  and  the  weeping  Institute  watered  the 
soil   of  the  sacrifice  with    its  tears. 

Inflamed  with  love  for  God  and  His  Church,  the 
Very  Reverend  Mother  of  the  Passion  had  a  devotion 
for  truth.  She  sought  it  with  such  ardor  that  the 
calculations  of  diplomacy  never  deceived  her  ;  her  soul 
went  instinctively  wherever  she  found  God  and  felt  at 
ease  only  in  the  fulness  of  truth.  Such  was  the  secret 
of  her  admirable  simplicity  which  baffled  deceitful  minds 
and  made  her  go  straight  to  the  goal,  disdainin  <  human 
considerations  and  obstacles  which  her  faith  always 
overcame. 

It  was  also  the  secret  of  her  inexhaustible  charity 
because  she  derived  it  from  the  heart  of  God  who  had 
made  the  heart  of  the  Foundress  of  the  Franciscan 
Missionaries  of  Mary  so  tender,  so  energetic,  so  motherly 
in   a  word. 
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In  conclusion,  we  would  cite  some  of  her  last  words 
addressed  to  her  daughters  as  a  new  year's  wish  in  1904 
and    which   sum  up   her    whole  life. 

« Let  us  be     Truth    and     Charity    as   best    as    we    can  ; 
thereby  we   shall   bring  God  '  into   our    lives  and     God  is. 
all    powerful.  » 


STATISTICS 

OF  THE  FRANCISCAN 
MISSIONARIES  OF  MARY 

at   the   death   of  the    Very    Reverend    FOUNDRESS 
15th    NOVEMBER    1904 

RoME  of     the      kitchen      for     the 

(St  Helen's   House).  Cercle  St- Pierre  in  Merulana 

street. 

1.  Preparatory  catechism  for  The  Laboratorio  Fides  is 
first  communion,  attended  a  dependency  of  St.  Helen's 
by  the  children  of  the  House;  75  girls  between  12 
quarter.  and   25  years  of  age  receive 

2.  Catechism      of      perseve-  wages    varying    between     20 
ranee.  centimes    and    2     francs     50 

3.  Children    of    Mary.  centimes   a  day.  They   learn 

4.  Patronage.  to     sew     white-wear,    dress- 
Several  meet   in    the  even-     making      and      embroidery. 

ing     after      the     classes    to  They      receive      instructions 

work    for    the  poor.     Every  regularly  from  a  Dominican 

year    there    are    several    re-  Father  and   receive    the    sa- 

treats    to    prepare     children  craments       regularly.       The 

for  their  first  communion.  results     are     excellent    and 

The    Sisters     have    charge  encouraging. 

(1)  The  object  of  the  patronage    is  to  watch  over  young  girls  provide    them 
with  work    and  give   them  religious  instruction. 
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Assisi 
In  addition  to   Catechism 
there  are  a  Patronage,  a  work- 
room    for    embroidery    and 
lace-making. 


San  Remo 
i.  Work-room      for    ^young 

girls. 
2.  Patronage. 


PROVINCE  OF  THE  IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION 

(Italy,  Switzerland,    Austria.) 

IN  ITAL Y 


I.  —  Grottaferrata 

1.  Novitiate. 

2.  Probation  house. 

3.  Agricultural  school. 

II.  —  Turin 

1.  Asylum. 

2.  Organization  for  children 
in  danger. 

3.  Work-room. 

4.  Patronage. 

III.  —  Florence 

1.  Catechism. 

2.  Asvlum. 

3.  Organization   for  the  pro- 
tection of  young  girls. 


4.  Semi-gratuitous   language 
lessons. 

5.  Care     and      guidance     of 
young  factors. 

6.  School  of  embroidery. 

7.  Patronage. 

IV.  —  Messina 

1.  Work-room. 

2.  Children  of  Mary. 

3.  Patronage. 

V.  —  Taormina 

(Branch  of  the  Messina  House). 
Catechism. 
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IN  SWITZERLAND 

VI.  —  Lugano 
Sanatorium. 

IN  AUSTRIA 

VII.  —  ROVERETO 

1.  Guard  of  Honour  of  the 
Blessed-Sacrament. 

2.  Free  school  of  embroidery. 

3.  Paying  school  of  embroi- 
dery. 

4.  Organization  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  children  in  dan- 
ger. 

VIII.  —  Annunziata 

1.  Austrian  and  Hungarian 
novitiate. 

2.  Probation  house. 

3.  Retreats  for  persons  in  the 
world. 

IX.  —  Vienna 

(St.  Leopold). 

1.  Asylum. 


2.  Schools. 

3.  Work-room. 

4.  Visiting   the    poor   in   the 
brick-yards. 

5.  Patronage. 

6.  School  of  house-keeping. 

7.  Dispensary. 


X. 


Vienna 


(St.  John  of  Capistran). 

Asylum  for  the  aged  of 
the  better  class  of  Vienna. 
Our  sisters  have  entire  charge 
of  this  institution  and  care 
for  nearly  400  old  men  day 
and  night.  Many  conversions 
are  obtained. 


XL 


CZIFFER 


1.  Asylum. 

2.  School  of  embroidery  for 
the  Slavonians. 

3.  Patronage. 

4.  Children  of  Mary. 

5.  Visiting  the  sick. 
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XII.  —  IVANKA 

Asylum  for  children. 

XIII.  —  Buda-Pesth 
i.  Asylum. 


2.  School  of  house-keeping. 

3.  Institution     for    poor   do- 
mestics. 

4.  Patronage. 

5.  Catechism  for  the  barrack 
children. 

6.  Industrial  school. 


PROVINCE  OF  ST.  JOSEPH 

(India,  Burnt  ah,  Ceylon ). 

IN   INDIA 


I.  Ootacamund 


1.  Boarding  school  for  Euro- 
peans. 

2.  English  school. 

3.  School  for  the  poor. 

4.  School     of     dress-cutting 
and  sewing. 

5.  Tamil  school. 

6.  Orphan  asylum. 

7.  Two  dispensaries  at  which 
24  780  sick  were  attended 
and  233  baptisms  adminis- 
tered last  year. 

8.  Congregations  of  Children 


of  Mary,  of  the  Holy 
Angels  and  of  the  Infant- 
Jesus. 


II. 


Coimbatour 


1.  Orphan  asylum  for  chil- 
dren who  are  engaged  in 
weaving,  spinning  and 
cleaning   cotton. 

2.  Day  nursery. 

3.  Hospital  which  received 
8  982  patients  during  the 
vear. 

4.  Dispensary   where     about 
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184280  patients  are  at- 
tended and  300  baptisms 
are  administered  yearly. 

5.  House  for  Catechumens. 

6.  Boarding  school. 

7.  English  school. 

8.  Third  Order  of  Franciscans. 

9.  The  Congregation  of  the 
Children  of  Mary  and  the 
care  of  churches. 

III.  —  Palgath 


5.  Asylum  for  aged  women. 

6.  House  for  Catechumens. 

7.  Dispensary  attended  by  a 
great  many  patients. 
Third   Order  and  Congre- 


8 


9- 


gations. 

The   Sisters   take  care  of 

churches  and  especially  of 

the     cathedral     of     Melia- 

pour. 


V.  —  Mount  St.  Thomas 


1.  A  flourishing  hospital  re- 
ceiving 1  559  patients  an- 
nually. 

2.  Dispensary  where  73, 789 
patients  were  attended  and 
248 baptisms  administered. 

3.  English  school. 

4.  Care  of  churches. 

IV.  —  Meliapour 

1.  Boarding  school. 

2.  Tamil  school. 

3.  English  school. 

4.  Orphan  asylum.  The  chil- 
dren help  in  weaving  and 
in  making  tapers. 


3- 

4- 

5- 
6. 

7- 


Tamil  orphanage.  The 
children  do  pretty  lace- 
work  and  embroider  on 
tulle. 

Day    nursery 
Book-binding  shop. 
English  school. 
Congregations. 
Indian  school. 
Little  Mountain  school. 


V 


Hyderabad 


1.  Tamil  school  for  the  poor. 

2.  English  school. 

3.  Work-rooms. 

4.  Children  of  Mary. 
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CEYLON 


VII.  —  MORATUWA 


VIII.  —  Colombo 


3- 
4- 

5- 
6. 

7- 
8. 

9- 


Boarding  schools. 

Three   Cingalese   schools  : 

one  at  Moratuwa  itself  and 

two  others  in  the   villages 

of  Katukurundu  and  Kor- 

lavella. 

English,  school. 

Industrial  school. 

Day  nursery. 

Orphanage. 

Dispensary. 

Care  of  churches. 

Congregations. 


1.  Large  hospital  belonging 
to  the  English  government, 
containing  over  600  pa- 
tients. Over  700  baptisms 
are  administered  yearly. 

2.  Looking  after  church  linen. 

IX.  —  Nuwara  Elyas 

Sanatorium  for  Sisters 
exhausted  by  the  climate 
and  the  fatigues  of  missiona- 
rv  life. 


BURMAH 


X. 


Mandalay 


XI.  —  Rangoon 


1.  Leprosery  for  300  patients. 

2.  Dispensary. 


Leprosery  where  800  pa- 
tients are  cared  for. 
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PROVINCE  OF  THE  SACRED  HEART 

(Northern  France,  Madagascar,  Zululand). 

FRANCE 


I.  —  Les  Chatelets 

i.  House  of  the  Novitiate. 
Study  by  Novices  of  va- 
ried practical  knowledge 
useful    in    Missions. 

2.  Weaving. 

3.  Carpet    factory. 

4.  Painting  and  embroider)-. 

5.  Leather    work. 

6.  Dispensary. 


II. 


Paris 


Adoration  by  the  poor 
who  form  a  sort  of  guard 
of  honour  for  the  blessed 
Sacrament.  This  work  is 
especially  dear  to  His 
Eminence  the  Cardinal 
Archbishop. 


2.  Dispensary  where  over 
3  000  patients  are  cared 
for  with  the  assistance 
of  one  of  the  best  physi- 
cians in   Paris. 

3.  Visiting  the  poor  and  the 
sick.  About  150  families 
are  visited  and  succored 
once     a     week. 

4.  Catechism  divided  into  4 
courses.  Instruction  is  also 
given  to  persons  who 
have  never  received  any, 
even  to  octogenarians  who 
often  come  to  receive  the 
Sacraments  for  the  first 
time. 

5.  Patronage. 

6.  Training  school  for  young 
girls  who  are  paid  even 
during  their  apprentice- 
ship and  work  at  home 
for    workwomen. 
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7.  The  institution  of  the 
Holy  Family  which  ga- 
thers the  members  of 
each  family  together  eve- 
ry Sunday  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  duties  of  the 
Lord's  Day  and  to  listen 
to  appropriate  instruc- 
tions. 

S.  Soup  kitchen  for  the  poor; 
50,000        portions       were 


III.  —  Vanves 


given   in 


1903. 


book-binding, 


1.  Printing, 
morocco  work    etc. 

2.  Catechism. 

3.  Patronage. 

4.  Soup-kitchen. 

IV.  —  Lyons 


Nursing  school    for    Sis- 
ters who  are  to  cro    to    the 


hospitals. 


AFRICA 


V.  —  Ambohidratimo 

( Madagascar) . 


VI.  —  VOHEMAR 

( Madagasca  r) . 


1.  Leprosery  containing  over  I.  Care  of  the  church. 
800  lepers  ;  a  great  many  2.  School, 
baptisms.  3.  Work-room. 

2.  Malgazy    orphanage.  4.  Visiting  the  sick. 

ZULULAND 
VII.  —  Emoyeni 


of     the 
Among    the    Zulus     the         as : 
Sisters   help   in    the    work     1.  School. 


mission. 


such 
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2.   Directing     the     girls 
agricultural  work. 


in       3.  Visiting  the  sick. 
4.  Care  of  the  chapel. 


PROVINCE  OF  OUR  LADY  OF  VICTORIES 

(China,  Mongolia,  Japan). 

IN  CHINA 


I.  —  TCHE-FOU 

{Eastern  Chang-  Tong). 

1.  Boarding  school  for  Euro- 
peans. 

2.  School. 

3.  Care  of  sacristies  of 
Tche-fou  and  of  some 
in  the   Vicariate. 

4.  Congregation  of  young 
Chinese  girls  affiliated 
with    the    Institute. 

II.  —  Tche-fou 
{St- Sebastian's  House) 

1.  European  hospital. 

2.  Chinese  hospital. 

3.  Dispensary  and  baptisms. 

4.  Orphanage. 

5.  Day   nursery. 


5.  Day  nursery. 

6.  House  for  Catechumens. 

7.  Work-room. 

8.  The  Sisters  have  a  print- 
ing office  and  a  carpet- 
factory  for  the  missions. 

III.  —  I-TCHANG 

(Northern  Houpe). 

1.  Care   of  the    sacristies   of 
the    Mission. 

2.  Chinese  hospital. 

3.  Dispensary. 

4.  European  hospital. 

5.  Orphanage. 

6.  Day-nursery. 

7.  House  for  catechumens. 

8.  Baptisms. 

9.  Work-room. 

10.  Congregations. 
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IV.  —  TONG-UIEN-FANG 

{Northern   Chen- si ). 

1.  Care  of  the  sacristies  of 
the  Mission. 

2.  Chinese  hospital. 

3.  Dispensary. 

4.  Orphanage. 

5.  Day-nursery. 

6.  House  for  catechumens. 

7.  Work-room. 

8.  School. 

9.  Work-shops. 

V.  —  T'oung-eul-keou 

{Northern   Chan-si). 

1.  Orphanage. 

2.  Day-nursery. 

3.  Dispensary. 

4.  Congregation  of  Chinese 
girls  affiliated  with  the 
Institute. 

VI.  —  TSINGTAU 
{Southern  Chan-Tong). 

Boarding      school      for 
Europeans. 


1. 

2. 

3- 


VII.  —  TCHONG-KING 

{Su-Tchuen  ). 

Hospital. 

Dispensary. 

Congregation    of    Chinese 

girls    affiliated      with    the 

Institute. 


VIII. 


Soui-fou 


(Su-Tchucn). 

Hospital. 

Dispensary. 

Congregation     of    Chinese 

girls    affiliated    with     the 

Institute. 

IX.  —  TCHENG-TOU 


{Su-  Tchuen). 

1.  Hospital. 

2.  Dispensary. 

3.  Congregation  of  Chinese 
girls  affiliated  with  the 
Institute. 


X.  —  Macao 
Boarding-school. 
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XL  —  Sl-WANG-TZE 


IN  JAPAN 


{Central  Mongolia). 


XII.  —  KUMAMOTO 


1.  Orphanage. 

2.  Day-nursery. 

3.  Dispensary. 

4.  Boarding-school  for  young 
Chinese  girls. 

5.  House  for  catechumens. 

6.  Care  of  churches. 

7.  Carpet  factory. 

-8.  Congregation  of  Chinese 
girls  affiliated  with  the 
Institute. 


3- 
4- 

5- 
6. 


Leprosery  of  40  lepers. 
Dispensary    where     lepers 
are  treated  for  whom  there 
is  no  room  in  the  hospital. 
House  for  catechumens. 
Orphanage. 
Weaving  rooms. 

of    Chinese 
affiliated     with     the 
Institute. 


Congregation 


girls 


PROVINCE  OF  ST-ANTHONY 


( Spain,  Portugal  and    its  Colonies) 


IN  SPAIN 


I.  —  Pampeluna 


II.  —  Burgos 


This  is  the  Spanish  novi- 
tiate where  the  future  mis- 
sionaries are  trained. 


Work-rooms  for  girls. 
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IN  PORTUGAL 


III. 


Lisbon 


(Boa-Morte). 

This  is  the  Portuguese 
Novitiate  and,  at  the  same 
time,  a  house  for  various 
works. 

1.  School  for  the  poor. 

2.  Catechism. 

3.  Patronage. 

4.  School  of  embroider}'. 

5.  House  of  probation. 

6.  Industrial   school. 

IV.  —  Lisbon 
(Villa    S.  Antonio). 

1.  Care  of  work-people.  The 
Sisters  there  are  truly  the 
servants  of  the  poor  who 
are  respectfully  grateful 
to  them. 

2.  School  for  the  poor. 

3.  Catechism. 
.4.  Patronage.   • 


V.  —  Br  AG  A 

(Remtdios). 
Guardian  school. 

VI.  —  Br  ag  A 
(Menino    Deus) . 

1.  Orphanage. 

2.  Boarding  school. 

VII.  —  Lagos 

1.  Asylum  for  the  aged. 

2.  Catechism. 

VIII.  —  FUNCHAL 

(Island  of  Madeira). 

1.  Boarding  school. 

2.  School  for  the  poor. 

IX.  —  Beira 

{Mozambique) . 
I.  Care  of  churches. 
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2.  Hospital  for  the  whites 
with  a  section  for  the 
blacks. 

3.  School. 

4.  Day -nursery. 


CHILI 


X.   —  CURIJVflDN 


School 


PROVINCE  OF  NOTRE  DAME  DE  LA  GARDE 

(Southern  France,  Switzerland,    Tunisia). 


I, 


FRANCE 


Marseilles 


1.  Sacristy  of  Notre-Dame 
de  la  Garde.  Work  in 
connection  with  the  pil- 
grimage. 

2.  House  of  probation. 

3.  Charge  of  operating-rooms. 

4.  Work-rooms. 


II. 


La  Cassine 


Asylum  for  the  aged. 
III.  —  S.  Giacinto  di  Lota 
(Corsica). 
Embroidery    work-room. 


S  WITZERLAND 
IV.  —  Fribourg 

1.  Sanatorium. 

2.  Industrial  school  for  girls 
following  the  courses  of 
the  Technicum. 


V. 


TUNISIA 


Carthage 


1.  Place  of  perpetual  adora- 
tion of  the  Most  Blessed 
Sacrament  for  the  diocese. 

2.  Boarding  school. 

3.  Girls'  orphanage. 

4.  Day-nursery. 
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VI— St.  Margaret 

School  of  house-keeping 
for  the  young  girls  of  the 
colony. 

VII.  —  Sainte-Marik  du  Zit 

1.  School. 

2.  Catechism      for      Sicilian 
families. 


3.  Material  maintenance    of 
agricultural  school. 


VIII. 


Zaghouan 


School  for  the    poor   and 
for  paying  pupils. 

IX.  —  St.  Clement 

Sanatorium    for    tubercu- 
lous patients. 


PROVINCE  OF  OUR  LADY  OF  GOOD  COUNSEL 

(England)   Canada  and  United  States ). 


ENGLAND 


I. 


London 


1.  Care  of  the  church. 

2.  Visiting  the  poor. 

3.  School  for  the  poor. 

4.  Carpet-making. 

5.  Congregation  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  Mary. 

6.  Instruction      of    catechu- 
mens. 

II.  —  Clevedon 

1.  Care  of  the   church. 


2.  House    of  probation. 

3.  School. 

IRELAND 

III.  —  LOUGHGLYNN 

This  house  was  founded 
at  the  request  of  the  Bishop 
and  of  an  Association  which 
endeavors  to  prevent  the 
emigration  of  Irish  girls  by 
providing  them   with    remu- 
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merative  work.  With  that 
view,  the  following  indus- 
tries have  been  establis- 
hed at  Loughghynn. 


1.  Carpet-making. 

2.  Lace-making. 

3.  Making  artificial  flowers 

4.  Making  body-linen. 

5.  Dairying. 


CANADA 


IV  —  Quebec 


1.  Place  of  perpetual  ado- 
ration of  the  Most  Bless- 
ed Sacrament  for  the 
diocese. 

2.  Care   of  altars. 

3.  Novitiate. 

4.  Printing  religious  publica- 
tions. 

5.  Studio  for    painting. 

6.  Lace-making. 

7.  Carpet-making. 

8.  Patronage. 

9.  Affiliated    lay-sisters. 


10.  Visiting     the     poor 
sick   in    their  homes. 


V.  —  Saint-Malo 


1.  Day    nursery. 

2.  Patronage. 


3.  Soup      kitchen      for     the 
poor. 

4.  Sewing  school. 

5.  School  of  house-keeping. 

6.  Work-room   for  the  poor. 


VI. 


Ste-Anne  de  Beaupre 


1.  Boarding-school. 

2.  Probation  house. 

3.  Supplying      meals       and 

lodgings    for    pilgrims. 

4.  Making       church       orna- 
ments. 


ancj       VII.  —  St-Laurent   (Man.) 

1.  School. 

2.  Catechism. 

3.  Patronage. 

4.  Care    of  sacristy. 

5.  Visiting  the   sick. 
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VIII.  —  Pine-Creek 

(Manitoba) 

1.  School     for    Sauteux    In- 
dians. 

2.  Care    of  the    sick. 

3.  Care    of  sacristy. 

4.  Dispensary. 

IX.  —  Worcester 

( United  States.) 
1.  Perpetual  adoration  of  the 


2. 
3- 

4- 

5- 


1. 
2 


Most  Blessed  Sacrament. 

Day-nursery. 

Catechism. 

Church    ornaments. 

Carpet-making. 

X.  —  Woonsocket 


Orphanage. 
Visiting  the  sick. 


PROVINCE  OF  THE  MOST  BLESSED  SACRAMENT 

(Belgium  and  Congo). 

BELGIUM 


2. 


I.  —  Bruxelles 

School  of  house-keeping 
authorized  by  the  Belgian 
government  and  under 
the  patronage  of  H.  R.  H. 
Princess  Clementine. 
Lessons  in  Hygiene  and 
gratuitous  attendance  of 
pupils'  families. 


3.  Embroidery  work-room. 

4.  Sewing  school  for  girls 
news-sellers.  They  are 
about  fifty  of  them  and 
they  are  given  all  they 
sew. 

5.  Soup  kitchen  which  sup- 
plies about  200  daily. 
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II.  —  Woluwe-lez-Bruxelles 

i.  Printing. 

2.  Embroidery  work-room. 

3.  Patronage. 

III.  —  Antwerp 


Over  3000  children  receive 
education  and  guidance  in 
this  house. 

1.  Guardian  school. 

2.  Primary  school. 

3.  School  of  house-keeping. 

4.  Work-rooms. 

5.  Carpet-making. 

6.  Mat  making. 

7.  Embroidery  work-room. 
8.|Making  artificial  flowers. 

9.  Catechism. 

10.  Patronage. 

1 1.  Mutual  benefit  association. 


organizations   are    connected 
with  it. 

1.  House  of  probation. 

2.  School   of    house-keeping 
for  farmers'  daughters. 

3.  Guardian  school. 

4.  Primary    school. 

5.  Sunday  school. 

6.  Patronage. 


V.-  ACHT    (Holland). 

This  first  foundation  in 
Holland  comprises  : 
Foundling  asylum. 
Guardian  school. 


Sewing  school. 


Dispensary. 

5.  Asylum  for  aged  women. 

6.  Care  of  the  parish  church. 


IV.  —  GOOREIND 


VI.  —  Grathem 


The  Belgian  novitiate  is 
established  at  Gooreind  in 
the    open    country.     Several 


House      for      recruiting 
German     Sisters     for    the 


missions. 
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CONGO  COUNTRY 


VII.  —  Bom  a 

( Belgian   Congo) 

Many  sacrifices  are  im- 
posed upon  the  Sisters  in 
Boma,  but  they  have  the 
consolation  of  snatching 
many  souls  from  Satan  in 
their   various    works 

1.  Care  of  chapels    through- 
out the  district. 

2.  European  hospital. 

3.  Orphanage. 

4.  Day    school. 

5.  Basket    making  and  sew- 
ing. 

6.  Catechism. 

7.  Charge  of  the  hospital  for 
blacks. 


VIII. 


New    Antwerp 


Although    the    missionar- 
ies have  to  contend  against 


fevers  they  have  a  com- 
plete missionary  organiza- 
tion at  New  Antwerp  in 
the  midst  of  a  nation  of 
cannibals. 

1.  Orphanage. 

2.  Guardian  school. 

3.  School. 

4.  Weaving  and  basket-work. 

5.  Printing. 

9.   Dispensary. 

7.  Visiting  the    sick    in    the 
village. 

8.  Catechism. 

9.  Care    of  the     chapels     in 
the  district. 

IX.  —  Stanley-Falls 

1.  Schools. 

2.  Dispensary. 

3.  Visiting  the    sick     in    the 
village. 

4.  Catechism. 

5.  Care  of  chapels.     . 
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